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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tettenhall 
Urban  District  Cooncii. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953.  Having 
been  appointed  on  the  1st  of  August,  1953  the  composition  of  the 
present  Report  has  met  with  some  difficulties  as  for  much  of  my 
information  I  had  to  depend  on  previous  records  and  other  official 
sources. 

In  general  the  year  1953  has  passed  uneventfully  and 
satisfactorily. 

The  Births  considered  over  the  last  10  years  have  in  number 
reached  their  highest  peak  and  as  expressed  in  rates  are  gradually 
recovering  from  their  lowest  point  of  14.3  in  the  year  1950.  As  the 
numbers  involved  are  small  the  rate  curve  will  always  show  con¬ 
siderable  fluctuations.  The  Deaths  have  shown  a  marked  decrease 
and  expressed  in  rates  have  reached  their  lowest  point  in  the  10 
year  period  1944-1953.  This  is  a  remarkable  sign  as  generally 
death  rates  are  increasing  due  to  an  ageing  population  becoming 
more  marked  in  these  years  on  account  of  the  low  birthrate  in  the 
1933-1934  years. 

Infantile  Mortality  shows  considerable  fluctuation  in  rates  due 
to  small  numbers.  The  lowest  number  of  deaths  was  reached  in 
the  year  1948  both  in  number  and  rates.  The  Infantile  Deaths  in 
the  year  1953  were  due  to  Atelectasis  a  condition  not  wholly  pre¬ 
ventable  and  belonging  to  the  very  hard  and  extremely  difficult 
to  tackle  core  of  Neonatal  Deaths. 

Considering  the  table  of  the  Causes  of  Death  during  the  year 
1953  we  find  that  the  great  majority  are  caused  by  Cancer  (19), 
Vascular  Lesions  (17)  and  Heart  Disease  (17)  in  various  forms. 
With  the  exception  of  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  no  deaths 
have  been  caused  by  infective  or  parasitic  diseases.  It,  is  however 
disturbing  to  note  that  three  cases  of  Suicide  were  registered 
during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis  Notifications  have  increased  during  the  year 
without,  however,  an  increase  in  Tuberculosis  Deaths.  Further 
information  regarding  Tuberculosis  and  Tuberculosis  Rehousing 
is  found  in  the  appropriate  section  of  the  Annual  Report. 

Of  the  other  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  the  year  1953  a 
notification  of  Poliomyelitis  is  outstanding  and  has  been  fully 
commented  on  in  the  section  of  General  Public  Health. 

With  regard  to  Housing  no  Clearance  Areas  have  been  repre¬ 
sented  during  the  reporting  year.  This  matter  will  have  to  receive 
the  Council’s  attention  in  the  coming  year  in  relation  to  Circular 
30/54  Housing  and  Local  Government 
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The  Urban  District  has  still  a  considerable  Housing  Applica¬ 
tion  List  to  deal  with,  but  some  alleviation  can  be  expected  with 
the  completion  of  the  Woodhouse  and  Grange  Estates. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the 
appropriate  section,  are  a  matter  of  major  importance  which 
should  receive  full  and  early  re-consideration  by  the  Ministry.  Its 
defects  and  inadequacy  have  been  fully  outlined. 

The  necessity  for  adequate  Clerical  Assistance  and  Office 
Accommodation  has  received  the  Councirs  attention.  The  stan¬ 
dard  establishment  of  Health  Departments  throughout  the 
country  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  for  every  8,000  population  with 
one  extra  for  additional  duties  as  for  instance,  public  cleansing. 
As  the  population  of  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District  is  now  9,444 
with  one  Sanitary  Inspector  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  with  all 
the  additional  duties  laid  on  the  Sanitary  Department  by  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Bill,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment 
Bill  and  the  De-control  of  Slaughtering,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  can 
undertake  clerical  duties  as  is  done  at  present. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.C.  J.FALKMAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1954. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  office  in  virtue  of  a  joint 
appointment  by  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council,  the  Tetten- 
hail  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 
Of  his  time  5/llths  is  devoted  to  the  Sedgley  Urban  District, 
2/llths  to  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District  and  4/llths  to  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council.  As  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  he  is  responsible  for  School  Medical  Inspections,  School 
Clinics,  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics;  for  Examinations  under  the  Children  and  Young  persons 
Act  -  1933,  Ascertainment  of  Handicapped  Pupils  and  Medical 
Examinations  of  Entrants  to  the  Teaching  Profession.  In  addition 
to  General  Public  Health  Duties  for  the  Urban  District  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  examines  applicants  for  Super¬ 
annuation  purposes. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  in  full  time  appointment  with  the 
Local  Authority.  He  is  a  qualified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector  and 
his  duties  are  concerned  with  General  Sanitation,  Council  House 
Maintenance  and  the  Provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts,  Fireguard — 
Pet  Animals-— and  Factories  Acts.  In  addition  he  acts  as  Rodent 
Officer  and  Local  Food  Officer  in  Civil  Defence. 

Public  Health  and  Sanitary  matters  are  brought  forward  in 
the  Public  Health  Committee  which  meets  once  monthly.  Housing 
and  Re-housing  matters  are  dealt  with  in  the  Housing  Committee 
which  also  meets  monthly. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  for  the  Tettenhall  area  under 
the  direction  of  the  County  Council.  Since  the  inception  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  from  the  5th  of  July,  1948,  the 
Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  as  the  Local 
Health  Authority  and  the  following  services  have,  therefore, 
become  a  County  Council  responsibility : 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

2.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

3.  Llealth  Visiting. 

4.  Home  Nursing. 

5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

6.  Ambulance  Services. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care. 

8.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

9.  Duties  connected  with  Lunacy  and  Mental  Health. 

10.  Provision  of  Health  Centres. 

No  Health  Centres  have  been  built  in  the  Tettenhall  Urban 
District  during  the  year. 

School  Health  Service. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic,  Dental 
and  Orthopaedic  Clinics.  The  various  age  groups  are  examined 
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periodically  and  from  the  School  Inspections  referred  to  these 
Clinics  or  to  the  General  Practitioner  if  so  required. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  is  provided  for  cases  of  under-nutrition  or  under¬ 
development.  In  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  if  deemed 
necessary,  special  steps  are  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  School 
Authorities  to  exclude  scholars  who  have  been  in  contact  with 
such  disease.  Protective  measures,  immunisation  and  isolation 
are  furthermore  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 
The  School  Dental — Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — and  Eye  Clinics  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  Urban  District  are  given  in  a  separate  table  together 
with  sessions  for  Speech  Therapy. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  maintains  Ante-natal  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres  at  the  Tettenhall  and  Tettenhall  Wood 
Clinics. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  in  addition  for 
Maternity  Cases  in  the  New  Cross  and  Lichfield  Hospitals.  Cases 
wishing  to  remain  at  home  are  delivered  by  the  County  Midwives 
who,  if  so  required,  can  call  for  the  obstetric  assistance  of  a 
General  Practitioner. 

The  Staffordshire  Gounty  Council  also  provides  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  deformed,  mentally  sub-normal  and  handi¬ 
capped  children.  The  cases  are  selected  from  School  Medical 
Inspections  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  or  referred  by  General 
Practitioners.  Illegitimate,  homeless  and  neglected  children  are 
provided  for  hi  Nurseries,  Children’s  Homes  and  Remand  Homes 
of  which  there  are  17  in  the  County. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  former  Public  Assistance 
Services  ceased  and  were  taken  over  by  the  National  Assistance 
Board  under  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance.  The  functions  of 
the  Relieving  Officers  have  therefore  been  discontinued  and 
replaced  by  the  Officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board.  The 
National  Assistance  Board  holds  no  office  in  the  Urban  District. 

As  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  everyone  is  now 
medically  insured,  the  medical  supervision  and  treatment  of 
necessitous  cases  has  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical 
Practitioner  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Other  classes  of 
necessitous  cases,  such  as  homeless,  abandoned  or  neglected 
individuals,  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Welfare 
Authorities. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Hospital  treatment  for  cases  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease 
and  in  need  of  such  treatment  is  provided  in  Moxley  Hospital. 
Hospital  admissions  and  discharges  from  and  to  the  Tettenhall 
Urban  District  are  notified  to  the  Tettenhall  Health  Department. 
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Tuberculosis. 

Institutions  are  maintained  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  No 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  available  in  the  Tettenhall  Urban 
District.  The  visiting  of  Tuberculosis  Patients  with  their  care  and 
after-care  is  under  the  administration  of  the  County  Council. 
Dispensaries  are  situated  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton  and 
several  Sanatoria  are  available. 

Small-pox. 

Cases  of  suspected  Small-pox  are  notified  to  the  Small-pox 
Consultant  in  cases  of  doubt,  who  takes  further  charge  of  the 
disposal  of  the  case.  Local  protective  and  preventive  measures 
are  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 

Vaccina  Cion  and  Immunisation. 

The  County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a  Vaccination  Centre 
in  Tettenhall,  but  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  Medical 
Practitioner  by  those  who  wish  themselves  or  their  children 
vaccinated. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  is  un¬ 
dertaken  in  the  Child  Welfare  and  School  Clinics  while  special 
Immunisation  Sessions  in  Schools  provide  for  an  increase  in  the 
immunity  of  the  child  population. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Area  Office  in  Brierley 
Hill  to  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  to  the  General  Practitioners. 
Vaccination  Lymph  can  be  obtained  from  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Stafford. 


Ambulances. 

The  Ambulance  Services  are  operated  by  the  County  Council. 
An  ambulance  is  stationed  in  Tettenhall  from  9  a.m.  until  5  p.m., 
after  which  the  service  is  continued  at  Brierley  Hill.  For  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases  the  ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Oinks  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Tettenhall  Council  Offices,  Upper  Green. 


Infant  Welfare  Centre 
Ante-natal  Clinic 
School  Clinic 
Dental  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy 
Eye  Clinic 


Thursdays — fortnightly  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Thursdays — fortnightly  9  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Thursdays — fortnightly  9  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Friday  p.m.  as  and  when  necessary. 
Monday  p.m.  weekly. 

Wednesday  morning.  3  or  4  times  a  year. 


Tettenhall  Wood  -  The  Institute. 


Infant  Welfare  Centre  Thursdays — fortnightly  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Alternating  with  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
at  Tettenhall. 

Times  and  dates  of  Clinics  are  of  course  liable  to  alterations 
from  year  to  year. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1953. 

Area :  2,503  acres. 

Population :  9,444  (estimated  mid-year  1953). 

Number  of  inhabited  Jiouses  :  3,133. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate:  £,268. 

Rateable  Value :  £68,200. 

General  Rate  :  20s.  Od. 

Birth  Rate  :  17.4  England  and  Wales  :  15.5. 

Average  Birth  Rate  for  ten  previous  years :  17.7  (Tettenhall). 

Death  Rate:  8.2  England  and  Wales:  11.4. 

Average  Death  Rate  for  ten  previous  years  :  11.7  (Tettenhall). 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  births  :  12.1  England  and  Wales  : 
26.8.  Infantile  Death  Rate  for  ten  previous  years :  29.7 
(Tettenhall). 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis — Rate:  0.105, 

Average  death  rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  for  ten 
previous  years  :  0.22  (Tettenhall). 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis— Rate  :  Nil. 

Average  death  rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  ten 
previous  years  :  0.55  (Tettenhall). 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — All  forms  of  Tuberculosis : 

0.20. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

t  •  n-  ..  /  Legitimate 
Live  Births  <  T11 

L  Illegitimate 

161 

80 

81 J  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

4 

3 

1  \  population) :  17.4. 

Still  Births  /  Legitimate 

6 

4 

2  f  Rate  (per  1,000  total 

"V 

l  Illegitimate 

1 

1 

—  1  births):  42.4. 

Deaths 

78 

42 

36  Rate  (per  1,000  popu¬ 
lation)  :  8.2. 

BIRTH  RATES. 


Year 

Tettenhall. 

England  and 
Wales. 

Birth  Rate. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

1944 

135 

19.7 

17.6 

1945 

124 

18.3 

16.1 

1946 

122 

17.3 

19.1 

1947 

162 

22.6 

20.5 

1948 

136 

18.2 

17.9 

1949 

133 

17.0 

16.7 

1950 

112 

14.3 

15.8 

1951 

-130 

16.6 

15.5 

1952 

130 

16.4 

15.3 

1953 

165 

17.4 

15.5 

DEATH 

RATES. 

Tettenhall. 

England  and 

Year 

Wales. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

1944 

67 

9.8 

11.6 

1945 

71 

10.5 

11.4 

1946 

101 

14.3 

11.5 

1947 

92 

12.8 

12.0 

1948 

76 

10.1 

10.8 

1949 

90 

11.5 

11.7 

1950 

99 

12.6 

11.6 

1951 

136 

17.3 

12.5 

1952 

86 

10.8 

11.3 

1953 

78 

8.2 

11.4 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1953. 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


Year 

TETTENHALL 

England  and 
Wales. 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  births 

Rate  per 

1,000  births 

1944 

135 

2 

14.8 

46 

1945 

124 

4 

32.2 

46 

1946 

122 

6 

49.1 

43 

1947 

162 

5 

30.8 

41 

1948 

136 

1  . 

7.4 

34 

1949 

133 

4 

30.0 

32 

1950 

112 

5 

44.6 

29.8 

1951 

130 

4 

30.7 

29.6 

1952 

130 

6 

46.1 

27.6 

1953 

165 

2 

12.1 

26.8 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  in  the 
Urban  District  during  the  year, 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  Bronchus 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

2 1 .  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

31.  Congenital  Malformation 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill  Defined  Diseases  . . . 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

34.  All  other  Accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

All  Causes 


M. 

1 


1 

4 


5 

1 

6 
5 

5 

1 

1 

3 


1 

2 

1 

3 


2 


42 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year — Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2 

2 
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AGE  GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS  CASES  (EXCLUDING 
TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1953. 


Disease 

At 

ag 

M 

all 

es 

F 

Under  1  yr. 

1  to  2  yrs. 

2  to  3  yrs. 

3  to  4  yrs. 

4  to  5  yrs. 

5  to  10  yrs. 

10  to  15  yrs. 

15  to  25  yrs. 

1  25  to  45  yrs. 

45  to  65  yrs. 

65  yrs.  and 
over 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

14 

11 

2 

2 

4 

5 

3 

7 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

110 

100 

4 

24 

32 

24 

35 

88 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ac.  Pneumonia 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

131 

121 

6 

26 

36 

29 

38 

100 

2 

5 

3 

5 

2 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
Medical  Services  to  Caravan  Dwellers. 

The  Health  Visitor  requested  me  in  the  month  of  October  to 
visit  a  Gypsy  family  living  in  a  caravan  stationed  at  Deepmere. 
The  mother  had  been  delivered  of  triplets  and  one  of  the  babies 
was  not  well.  The  family  was  seen,  the  baby  examined  and  all 
necessary  advice  given.  The  problems  confronted  in  such  cases 
are :  — 

1.  No  active  therepeutic  aid  can  be  rendered  as  no  prescrip¬ 
tions  can  be  given  under  the  National  Health  Service  unless  such  a 
family  visits  a  General  Practitioner’s  Surgery  or  is  visited  by  a 
General  Practitioner. 

2.  These  Caravan  Dwellers  often  move  from  place  to  place 
within  twenty-four  hours  and  are  therefore  not  on  the  list  of  one 
particular  Doctor  whilst  treatment  having  been  started  by  a 
Practitioner  cannot  be  supervised  as  the  caravan  may  have  moved 
away  again  after  twenty-four  hours.  In  this  particular  case  the 
family  was  not  paying  any  National  rlealth  Service  subscriptions. 

3.  In  the  case  mentioned  it  was  out  of  the  question  for  the 
mother  to  visit  any  Public  Health  Clinic  as  apart  from  the  fact 
that  she  had  triplets,  such  caravans,  to  be  left  in  peace,  have  often 
to  be  stationed  in  outlying  fields  in  the  periphery  of  a  town. 

4.  Admission  of  such  infants  to  a  Nursery  involves  the  thorny 
problem  as  to  which  Authority  is  responsible  for  the  payments  of 
maintenance  in  the  Nursery. 

I  referred  the  matter  to  the  Children’s  Welfare  Officer  with 
strong  medical  recommendations  and  the  triplets  were  temporarily 
accommodated  in  the  Burton  Road  Hospital.  After  some  weeks 
the  triplets  were  taken  out  against  medical  advice  and  a  loud 
clamour  arose,  actively  supported  by  the  Press,  for  accommoda¬ 
tion  to  be  found  for  the  family  in  a  Council  House.  On  my  second 
visit  to  the  caravan  on  the  25th  November,  1953,  conditions 
obtaining  in  the  caravan  were  deemed  absolutely  unfit  and 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  triplets,  who  were  consequently 
removed  by  the  N.S.P.C.C.  to  the  Stafford  Nursery.  Public  feeling 
was  aroused  to  such  an  extent  that  an  emergency  meeting  was 
held  in  which  the  Tettenhall,  Seisdon  and  Wolverhampton  Hous¬ 
ing  Departments  were  represented.  A  hut  was  allocated  to  this 
family,  thereby  jumping  a  queue  of  applicants  who  had  waited 
many  years.  Needless  to  add,  this  family,  being  Gypsies,  left  the 
hut  in  the  Seisdon  area  after  a  short  period  without  leaving  a  trace. 

Tettenhall  Council  Mortuary. 

During  the  year  the  question  of  a  new  Mortuary  for  the  Tetten¬ 
hall  Urban  District  has  been  revived  and  a  Statement  of  Need  for 
a  new  Mortuary  was  despatched  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  on 
the  23rd  November,  1953. 
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Office  Accommodation — Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

It  had  been  felt  for  a  long  time  that  New  Office  Accommoda¬ 
tion  with  Clerical  Assistance  would  become  a  future  necessity  for 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Many 
duties  normally  performed  by  a  Health  Clerk  have  so  far  been 
performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  whilst  as  a  result  of  the 
inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  Building  and 
Clinic  in  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  formerly  had  his 
office  were  transferred  to  the  County  Council.  The  Medical  Officer 
has  therefore  no  office  of  his  own  while  with  the  great  amount  of 
pending  legislation  the  Sanitary  Inspector  would  be  unable  to 
cope  with  clerical  duties.  Plans  were  therefore  discussed  by  the 
Establishment  Committee  on  the  16th  November,  1953  with  the 
result  that  a  new  administrative  block  with  rooms  for  the  Medical 
Officer,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a  Typist,  would  be  erected  in 
the  year  1954. 


Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  the  month  of 
November.  This  Patient  contracted  the  illness  after  having 
returned  a  week  from  a  holiday  at  her  home  in  Glasgow.  She  lived 
with  a  friend  in  lodgings  and  both  were  employed  in  the  offices 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  Wolverhampton.  Except  the 
landlady,  an  elderly  woman,  no  other  persons  lived  in  the  house. 
The  contacts  had  been  quarantined  by  the  General  Practitioner 
and  no  further  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  in  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year. 

Cases  Admitted  to  Hospital. 

For  the  year  1953  three  cases  were  admitted  to  Plospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases  as  specified  below : 

1  case — Pneumonia  admitted  to  Stratford  Hospital. 

1  case — Poliomyelitis  admitted  to  W’ton  Borough  Hospital. 

1  case — Whooping  Cough  admitted  to  Moxley  Isolation  Hospital. 

Swabs  and  Specimens. 

Submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  by  locals 
practitioners  and  myself. 

Nose  and  Throat 
Sputa 


1 

28 
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Propaganda — Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

In  connection  with  sporadic  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  the 
Sedgley  Urban  District  during  October,  1953  the  moment  had 
arrived  to  give  a  full  stimulus  to  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  given  by  the  Central  Council  of 
Information  to  place  advertisements  in  the  ‘Express  and  Star,” 
the  cost  of  which  is  largely  borne  by  that  Council.  In  conjunction 
with  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  these  advertisements  were  in¬ 
serted  in  the  paper  at  monthly  intervals  during  the  months  of 
November  and  December,  1953  and  January,  1954. 

General  Measures. 

School  Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  are  received  by  the 
Health  Department  and  carefully  studied  for  any  features  necessi¬ 
tating  prompt  action  and  location. 

When  desirable  the  schools  are  disinfected  while  terminal 
disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to 
infection  is  carried  out  and  in  all  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Tuberculosis,  Cancer  and  other  cases  of  long  standing 
disease. 

Disinfection  is  obtained  by  the  use  of  formaldehyde  lamps  and 
disinfectant  fluid. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

One  case  was  removed  to  Burton  Road  Hospital  in  Sedgley 
under  the  powers  of  this  section. 

Clearance  Areas. 

No  representations  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  regarding  Clearance  Areas  during  the  reporting  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  15 
Pulmonary  and  1  Non-pulmonary  as  against  13  in  the  year  1952. 
The  high  figure  is  due  to  the  transfer  to  the  Tettenhall  Urban 
District  of  12  cases  from  outside  districts,  11  Pulmonary  and  1 
Non-pulmonary  and  who  originally  were  on  other  registers.  This 
feature  became  apparent  for  the  first  time  in  the  year  1952  as 
commented  on  in  the  report  for  that  year. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

1 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  yr. 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  to  4  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

5  to  9  yrs. 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  14  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  19  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  24  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  34  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  to  44  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  54  yrs. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  64  yrs. 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

65  yrs.  and 
over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Yearly  Figures  for  the  Last  Decade. 


Year. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

1944 

0 

— »• 

2 

— 

1945 

5 

i 

4 

4 

1 

1946 

3 

2 

0 

dm 

1 

1947 

3 

— 

jL 

— 

1948 

4 

v 

1 

— 

1949 

6 

— 

2 

— - 

1950 

2 

— 

1 

1951 

2 

3 

— 

1952 

13 

— 

1 

— 

1953 

15 

1 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  Rehousing 

Since  my  appointment  on  the  1st  of  August,  1953  a  special 
routine  has  been  adopted  by  me  in  dealing  with  applicants  suffer¬ 
ing  from  Tuberculosis.  All  applicants  are  visited  by  me  personally. 
The  home  conditions,  overcrowding,  etc.  are  assessed  and  a  note 
made  on  their  respective  cards.  Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  are 
referred  to  the  Housing  Manager  and  a  check  is  made  whether 
such  notified  cases  are  applicants  for  a  house. 

Copies  of  the  Environmentol  Forms  sent  to  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  by  the  Health  Visitor  are  carefully  scrutinised  and  if  neces¬ 
sary  referred  to  the  Housing  Manager  to  ascertain  whether  any  of 
the  reported  cases  have  become  applicants  for  a  house.  Sputum 
results  are  noted  on  the  Tuberculosis  Cards  and  admissions  and 
discharges  from  Sanatoria  are  similarly  recorded. 

This  system  enables  the  Medical  Officer  to  receive  information 
at  a  glance  regarding  housing  conditions,  overcrowding,  pos¬ 
sibility  of  bedroom  segregation,  sputum  results  and  admissions 
and  discharges  from  Sanatoria.  So  far  due  to  lack  of  Clerical 
Assistance  this  system  could  not  be  fully  implemented  in  the 
Tettenhall  Urban  District. 

I  am  grateful  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  is  no  waiting  list 
for  Tuberculosis  Patients  applying  for  a  house  in  Tettenhall. 
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WATER. 

The  Tettenhall  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  B.  L.  McMillan,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E., 
M.Inst.W.E.,  Water  Engineer  and  Manager,  for  the  following  in¬ 
formation  :  — 

(i)  The  water  supply  in  your  area  has  been  satisfactory  both 
(a)  in  quality  and  (b)  in  quantity. 

(ii)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Bacteriological 
examination  of  water  going  into  distribution. 

NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES. 

Containing  presumptive  B.  Coli-aerogenes  per  100ml. 


Total  Nil  1  to  2  3  to  10  Over  10 

Taken  organisms  organisms.  organisms.  organisms. 

813  797  11  3  2 


In  addition  chemical  analyses  of  the  water  from  the  various 
sources  were  carried  out  by  independent  analysts. 

The  population  supplied  from  Mains  in  the  district  is  9,738. 
Of  the  houses  in  the  district  3,119  obtain  water  direct  from  the 
mains,  1 1  from  stand  pipes  and  3  houses  have  a  well  supply.  These 
houses  are  situated  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  mains  and 
connection  to  the  Wolverhampton  supply  has  proved  to  be  un¬ 
economic.  Samples  from  these  wells,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
have  been  generally  unsatisfactory.  Informal  Notices  were  served 
to  the  owners  of  one  well  at  the  end  of  the  reporting  year  followed 
by  a  Statutory  Notice  early  in  1954  in  order  to  effect  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  structure  of  the  well.  The  three  wells  were  inspected 
by  me  personally  and  all  precautionary  advice  has  been  given  and 
the  necessary  measures  taken.  The  Ministry  was  approached  for 
advice  on  the  28th  of  September  regarding  household  detergents 
which  could  be  safely  used  for  domestic  food  preparation  as  it 
was  not  feasible  to  have  all  water  for  such  purposes  boiled. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Both  my  predecessor  Dr.  F.  B.  Mackenzie  and  your  Surveyor 
Mr.  J.  W.  Mason,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.T.P.I.,  have  made  it  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952  abundantly  clear  that  due  to  the 
considerable  rise  in  population  since  the  inception  of  the  existing 
works  in  1930  and  the  anticipated  steady  increase  in  population  in 
coming  years  as  a  result  of  a  high  increase  in  private  house  enter¬ 
prise  together  with  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  overspill  from  the 
Borough  of  Wolverhampton,  a  modernisation  of  the  present  sewage 
system  has  become  imperative. 


* 
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A  report  has  been  presented  by  Messrs.  Willcox,  Raikes  and 
Marshall  which  reveals  clearly  the  shortcomings  of  the  Sewage 
Outfall  Works.  They  have  pointed  out  that  no  proper  facilities 
exist  for  dealing  with  the  sludge  and  the  supernatant  water  from 
the  settling  tanks  and  temporary  lagoons  which  have  been  con¬ 
structed  near  a  brook  running  along  the  Sewage  Works  were 
causing  difficulty.  This  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  sludge  has 
also  been  experienced  by  your  Surveyor  as  mentioned  in  the  1952 
report. 

Although  the  reports  on  the  effluent  have  so  far  been  satisfac¬ 
tory  a  continuous  increase  in  population  will  prove  the  works, 
which  are  already  overloaded  at  present,  quite  inadequate  to  deal 
with  the  much  increased  sewerage  area.  The  anticipated  popula¬ 
tion  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  present  works  may  reach  18,000  in  the 
year  1956  and  eventually  run  up  to  25,500. 

An  extension  of  the  present  Broad  Irrigation  System  is  not 
possible  and  the  erection  of  new  works  on  the  Percolation 
Principle  would  require  far  less  land  than  is  at  present  taken  up 
by  the  old  system. 

Although  samples  taken  from  the  Blackbrook  stream  have  so 
far  been  generally  satisfactory  this  may  prove  by  no  means  the 
case  in  the  future  when  overloading  of  the  present  system 
progresses. 

Of  the  32  acres  of  land  probably  only  22  acres  can  be  used  for 
broad  irrigation  purposes.  Ponding  has  become  an  established 
condition  while  the  works  built  in  1930  for  a  population  of  7,000 
has  at  present  to  serve  an  estimated  population  of  13,500. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

There  is  one  tip  in  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District  on  the  Bridg¬ 
north  Road,  Compton.  It  is  satisfactorily  maintained  on  the 
principle  of  controlled  tipping.  As  this  tipping  site  is  becoming 
rapidly  filled  the  problem  arises  of  having  to  acquire  another  site 
for  further  tipping.  Most  house  refuse  consists  now  of  paper, 
increasing  the  bulk  of  refuse  which,  as  pointed  out  by  the  Surveyor 
in  the  year  1952,  caused  several  problems  at  the  tip  face. 

A  regular  collection  of  house  refuse  is  maintained.  The  influx 
of  population  in  the  Castlecroft  area  has  made  a  re-organisation 
necessary  and  necessitated  the  purchase  of  another  vehicle  for 
refuse  collection.  This  re-organisation  now  enables  house  refuse 
to  be  collected  once  in  eight  days  in  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District. 
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HOUSING. 

Houses  completed  during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1953 : 

35  Municipal  Houses.  (Tettenhall). 

27  Private  Houses. 

294  Houses  for  Wolverhampton  Corporation. 

The  development  of  the  Grange  Estate  started  in  the  year 
1953  and  is  now  in  progress,  while  the  Woodhouse  Estate  is  reach¬ 
ing  completion  in  the  reporting  year. 

The  Tettenhall  Urban  District  is  a  residential  area  and  the 
Housing  Estates  are  of  the  modern  type.  Only  one  small  factory  is 
situated  in  the  district  in  the  Lower  Street  area.  The  sections 
which  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  for  future  wholesale 
clearance  are  dwelling  houses  in  Lower  Street,  Aldersley  Road, 
Bridgnorth  Road,  Manor  Street  and  Upper  Street.  Apart  from 
these  sections  there  are  in  addition  individually  unfit  properties. 
The  worst  of  these  are  from  70  to  100  years  old  and  with  the  steep 
increase  in  materials  and  wages  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  im¬ 
possible,  to  render  these  properties  fit  for  human  habitation  at  a 
reasonable  expense.  Neither  is  it  likely  that  the  cessation  of  Rent 
Restriction  or  the  pending  legislation  with  regard  to  Repair  Sub¬ 
sidies  will  influence  the  progressive  deterioration  of  the  mentioned 
properties  and  derelict  sections  to  any  appreciable  extent.  As  a 
legal  obligation  rests  upon  the  Local  Authority  to  re-house  the 
tenants  of  a  Clearance  Area  the  rate  of  clearance  will  necessarily 
be  determined  by  the  rate  of  re-housing  of  the  tenants  living  in  a 
Clearance  Area. 

The  Housing  Application  List  of  the  Urban  District  is  still 
considerable  but  the  completion  of  the  Woodhouse  and  Grange 
Estates  would  markedly  alleviate  the  position.  At  the  end  of  the 

year  1953  there  were  242  applicants  on  the  waiting  list. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits  if  so  requested  applicants 
for  houses  who  are  applying  on  health  grounds.  The  findings  and 
recommendations  are  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
matter  is  further  considered  and  dealt  with  by  this  Committee. 

During  my  time  of  office  the  number  of  applicants  have  been 
extremely  few  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  is 
no  waiting  list  for  applicants  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

HOUSING. 

Daring  the  year  the  Public  Health  Committee  acting  for  the 
Council  has  placed  Demolition  Orders  on  1  house  under  section 
11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936,  also  1  Closing  Order  has  been  con- 
lirmed  in  respect  of  another  house  under  section  10  of  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953. 

These  figures  are  a  considerable  reduction  on  the  previous 
year’s  work  when  30  Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  individual 
premises.  It  was  rightly  felt  that  further  orders  should  not  be 
proceeded  with  until  it  was  possible  to  re-house  the  tenants  of 
premises  where  Orders  are  already  operative. 

The  rate  of  re-housing  by  the  Council  is  the  first  and  major 
factor  in  the  elimination  of  sub-standard  houses  and  at  this  stage 
it  would  be  wise  for  the  allocation  to  be  reviewed  to  allow  a 
greater  proportion  of  Council  House  lettings  for  the  tenants  of 
sub-standard  houses.  This  problem  will  come  increasingly  to  the 
fore  when  the  new  Housing  Bill  is  made  law  and  the  Government 
are  requiring  Local  Authorities  to  proceed  with  elimination  of 
sub-standard  houses. 

Seven  houses  in  Upper  Street  were  recommended  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  demolition  action  under  the  Housing  Act 
but  it  was  decided  to  negotiate  with  the  owner  for  purchase  and 
defer  demolition.  This  policy  of  purchasing  sub-standard  houses  is 
to  be  commended  but  not  with  a  view  to  extending  the  life  of  poor 
type  dwellings;  the  only  satisfactory  way  of  dealing  with  these 
houses  is  to  demolish.  However,  the  purchase  of  the  site  does  give 
the  Council  a  better  lever  to  control  the  future  development  of  the 
land. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  formal  work  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  post  war  period  up  to  31st  December,  1953. 

Demolition  Orders  made  operative  on  63  houses. 

Closing  Order  made  in  respect  of  2  houses. 

Undertakings  to  recondition  accepted  in  respect  of  5  houses. 

Undertakings  accepted  for  house  to  be  used  for  business  pur¬ 
poses  only — 1  house. 

Three  families  were  also  re-housed  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  on  medical  recommendation. 

No  cases  of  legal  overcrowding  were  found  within  the  district 
during  the  year. 

Notices  served  for  the  repair  and  improvement  of  houses  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  were  as  follows  : 


INFORMAL 

STATUTORY 

No.  of  Houses 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Houses 

No.  of  Defects 

28 

52 

11 

17 

23 


During  the  year  a  list  of  sub-standard  houses  was  adopted  with 
a  view  to  notifying  prospective  purchasers  of  the  Councils  in¬ 
tentions  to  demolish  within  a  certain  number  of  years.  This 
information  is  usually  given  with  the  official  search  required  under 
the  Land  Charges  Act,  1925. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  two  applications  were  considered  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  licence  to  station  trailer-caravans 
within  the  district.  One  applicant  received  temporary  licence  of 
short  duration  and  the  other  was  refused. 

Perton  Aerodrome. 

The  remaining  few  squatters  who  were  living  on  the  Dippons 
Lane  side  of  the  aerodrome  were  re-housed  by  the  Seisdon 
Authorities.  All  these  premises  have  since  been  demolished. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  undermentioned  figures  give  a  summary  of  the  various 
types  of  sanitary  conveniencies  other  than  modem  type  water 
closets  which  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  1953. 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  34 

Privies  or  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  15 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks  ...  50  approximately 

During  the  year  26  waste  water  closets  were  converted  to 
modern  type  W.C.s.  This  work  was  completed  by  informal  action, 
the  Council  giving  financial  assistance  towards  the  cost  of  con¬ 
version. 

Through  the  extension  of  the  sewer  at  Compton  it  was  possible 
to  have  three  privies  converted  to  modern  type  W.C.s  and  one 
cesspool  was  discontinued,  also  one  factory  premises  in  this 
locality  discontinued  the  use  of  a  pail  closet. 

The  owners  of  other  houses  in  the  district  with  these  unsatis¬ 
factory  types  of  sanitary  conveniences  were  approached  with  a 
view  to  persuading  them  to  convert  these  fittings,  or  in  the 
instances  where  no  sewer  is  available  to  provide  a  small  sewerage 
disposal  works.  The  main  difficulty  appears  to  be  the  high  finan¬ 
cial  cost  of  the  work  and  the  low  return  on  the  allowed  increased 
rent. 

In  other  parts  of  the  district  considerable  inconvenience  is 
caused  to  occupiers  of  houses  by  the  frequent  overflowing  of  cess¬ 
pools.  These  fittings  have,  owing  to  the  war.  been  in  use  for  a 
longer  period  than  was  originally  intended  and  consequently 
the  land  and  filters  have  become  overcharged  and  are  far  from 
efficient.  The  frequent  overflowing  and  necessary  emptying  of 
these  fittings  is  a  most  unpleasant  task  and  by  and  large  presents 
a  certain  health  hazard.  Fortunately  no  serious  consequences  have 
arisen  but  this  risk  should  be  constantly  borne  in  mind  and  as  far 
as  possible  sewers  should  be  provided  in  the  affected  areas  so  that 
these  fittings  can  be  discontinued. 


24 


FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  HYGIENE. 

Within  the  district  there  are  the  following  premises  where 
food  is  handled,  sold  or  retailed. 


Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fish  and  Chips  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fish  (Wet)  and  Game  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  21 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Green  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Chemists  .  .  ...  2 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Canteens  and  Kitchens. 

Schools  .  8 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Licensed  Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Licensed  Residential  Hotels  ...  ...  1 

Off  Licensed  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Regular  inspection  of  all  food  premises  is  carried  out  with  a 
view  to  maintaining  and  improving  the  hygienic  standards  in  all 
classes  of  food  premises. 

The  elementary  and  simple  basis  of  hygiene  is  personal  clean¬ 
liness,  cleanliness  of  utensils  and  premises  and  the  proper  storage 
of  food  in  cool  places.  The  neglect  of  these  simple  primary 
principles  can  be  the  cause  of  serious  gastric  and  intestinal  dis¬ 
turbances.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  long  term  policy  for  this  work 
would  be  for  these  principles  to  be  taught  to  children  at  school.  It 
is  often  found  very  difficult  to  get  adults  to  understand  the  why 
and  wherefore  of  simple  hygienic  precautions.  During  the  year 
posters  were  displayed  in  the  district  drawing  attention  to  the 
necessity  for  hygiene  in  food  preparation. 

An  informal  approach  was  made  to  three  tradesmen  in  the 
district  to  stop  the  practice  of  exposing  for  sale  fruit  and  veget¬ 
ables  in  the  open  spaces  at  the  front  of  their  shops.  No  improve¬ 
ment  was  made. 

During  the  year  a  Fish  and  Chip  Shop  was  opened  in  the 
Compton  area.  This  business  was  of  short  duration  and  was  closed 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Council  also  authorised  the  use  of  a  house  for  retailing 
light  refreshments. 

The  only  remaining  bake-house  in  the  district  was  closed 
during  the  year.  All  bread  retailed  in  the  district  now  appears  to 
be  manufactured  by  the  larger  firms  and  distributed  to  the  local 
tradesmen  or  retailed  from  vans  within  the  area. 
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Meat. 

All  meat  retailed  in  the  area  is  brought  from  the  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Abattoir.  The  only  exception  to  this  is  where  pigs  are 
killed  within  the  district  for  private  consumption  under  licence 
from  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  comment  further  on  the  present 
system  of  transport  and  handling  of  meat  received  into  the  district 
as  the  present  form  of  control  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  is  due  to 
end  about  the  time  this  report  is  published. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

One  slaughterman’s  licence  was  renewed  during  the  year. 


Game  Dealers’  Licences. 

Two  licences  were  issued  authorising  the  buying  and  selling  of 
game. 


Food  Inspection. 

Regular  inspection  of  all  foodstuffs  is  carried  out  at  shops, 
storeplaces,  food  preparing  premises  and  on  vehicles. 


The  following  articles  were  condemned  during  the  year : 


1  tin  $heep  tongues. 

1  tin  ox  tongues. 

1  tin  pork. 

11  -oz.  smoked  bacon. 

7  tins  steak. 

5  tins  corned  beef. 

3  tins  minced  meat. 

3  tins  ham. 

34-lb.  pork  sausages. 

3  tins  salmon. 

3  stone  dry  haddock. 

9  tins  sardines. 

8  tins  pilchards. 

2  tins  lobster. 

1  tin  peeled  shrimps. 


5  tins  soups. 

14  tins  evaporated  milk. 
3  tins  cream. 

6  tins  carrots. 

10  tins  beans. 

45  tins  tomatoes. 

10  tins  apricots. 

15  tins  peaches. 

9  jars  peaches. 

5  tins  young  berries. 

3  tins  prunes. 

5  tins  pears. 

9  tins  plums. 

25-lb.  raisins. 


Unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by  burning  or  by  burial  at  the 
Council’s  refuse  tip. 
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Ice-Cream. 

No  applications  were  received  for  premises  to  be  licensed  to 
retail  ice-cream. 

No  ice-cream  was  manufactured  in  the  district  during  the 
year,  all  the  ice-cream  retailed  is  from  the  bigger  manufacturers 
outside  the  area. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  all  the  shops  are  retailing  the 
pre-packed  commodity  and  the  amount  of  ice-cream  that  is 
handled  for  wafers  and  cornets  is  negligible.  The  standard  for  this 
article  of  food  is  improving  with  better  supplies  of  raw  materials 
and  freer  competition  among  manufacturers. 

Outside  of  shops,  ice-cream  is  retailed  from  motor  vehicles,  the 
major  proportion  of  this  appears  to  be  sold  loose.  During  the  year 
22  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  with  the  following 
results:  20  -  grade  1  and  2  -  grade  2.  Also  9  ice-lollies  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis  and  proved  satisfactory. 

Three  ice-lollies  were  submitted  to  the  Chemical  Labora¬ 
tory  for  metal  content  examination  and  they  all  showed  a  slight 
excess  of  lead  content  and  one  had  an  excess  copper  content.  This 
was  taken  up  with  the  manufacturers  who  have  since  reported 
that  the  necessary  steps  have  been  taken  to  avoid  this  type  of 
contamination. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

There  only  remains  one  local  dairyman  retailing  within  the 
district.  The  major  part  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  retailed  by 
Wolverhampton  dairy  firms. 

There  are  nine  dairy  farms  within  the  district;  three  of  these 
are  also  retailers.  These  premises  are  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  licences  issued 
by  the  Council  to  milk  distributors  retailing  designated  milks  in 
the  district. 


Designation. 

Supplementary 

Licences. 

Dealers’ 

Licences. 

Total. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

6 

1 

7 

Pasteurised 

5 

2 

7 

Sterilized 

6 

7 

13 
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The  results  of  samples  of  milk  taken  within  the  district  for 
examination  are  set  out  as  follows  : 


Designation. 


C/5 

<U 


g  & 
a  -a 

^  3 


Z  co 


Phenol 

Phthalein. 


Phosphatase 


Turbidity 


Methylene 

Blue 


% 

c3 

cu 


cti 

Uh 


Oh’ 


Oh' 


Uh' 


CU 


Mh 


Tuberculin 

Tested 

T.T.  (Past)  . 

Pasteurised  . 

Sterilized 

Undesignated 


10 

11 

10 

10 

10 


11 

10 


11 

10 


10 


10 

11 

10 


Of  the  above  samples  the  following  were  also  submitted  to 
biological  test  for  tubercle  bacilli : 


Designation. 

No. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

6 

6 

- — 

Undesignated 

8 

8 

— 

All  samples  of  milk  which  fail  to  pass  the  standard  tests  are 
notified  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  with  a  view  to 
their  checking  the  production  methods. 


The  Ministry  of  Food  have  a  scheme  in  preparation  for  the 
extension  of  the  National  Policy  of  Heat  Treatment  of  all  undesig¬ 
nated  milks  and  this  will  include  the  Tettenhall  Area.  The  present 
heat  treatment  scheme  covers  most  of  the  urban  areas  in  the  West 
Midlands  but  terminates  in  Wolverhampton.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  new  scheme  will  soon  be  put  into  operation  and  thus  take 
another  step  to  reduce  the  possibility  of  milk  borne  diseases  in 
humans. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  information  regarding  samples  of  food  taken  in  Tetten- 
hall. 


Details  of  Milk  and  General  Foods  taken  during  1953. 


Article  of  Food. 

Number  of 
Samples. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk  . 

60 

60 

— 

General  Foods 

42 

40 

2 

Details  are  set  out  as  follows  : 

Milk. 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  6 

Milk  Pasteurised  ...  ...  15 

Milk  Sterilised  ...  ...  16 

Milk  Accredited  ...  ...  1 

Milk  T.T .  4 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised  ...  14 

Milk  T.T.  Certified  ...  2 

Milk  T.T.  Channel  Islands  2 


Total 


General  Foods. 

Number  of  samples  taken 
Number  of  samples  genuine 
Number  of  samples  adulterated 


60  All  Genuine. 

42 

40 

2 


Classification  of  General  Foods. 

Tincture  of  Iodine  B.P. 
Easton’s  Syrup  (B.P.  1932). 
Chemical  Food  or  Parrish’s 
Syrup  B.P. 

Friars’  Balsam  B.P. 

Fruti  Fruti  Lollies. 

Salami  Sausage. 

Flour. 

Boracic  Powder  B.P. 

Rusks. 

Baking  Powder  (2  samples). 
Ground  Nutmeg. 

Peeled  Tomatoes. 

Drinking  Chocolate. 

Kidney  Soup. 

Tea. 

Shredded  Beef  Suet. 

Luncheon  Galantine. 

Coarse  Cut  Marmalade  FFS. 

Ice  Cream  Powder. 


Self  Raising  High  Protein  Flour. 
White  Fondant. 

Celery  Salt. 

Self  Raising  Flour. 

Spring  Vegetable  Soupmix. 
Unsweetened  Pineapple  Juice. 
Irish  Stew. 

Chopped  Pork. 

Banana  Curd. 

Pressed  Pork. 

Curry  Powder. 

Plain  White  Flour. 

Coconut  Mushrooms. 

Fruit  Malt  Loaf. 

“Maralyn”. 

Camphorated  Oil  B.P. 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Mix. 

Fish  Cakes. 

Seville  Orange  Marmalade. 
Gorgonzola  Cheese. 

Whisky  (2  samples). 
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Particulars  of  Samples  of  Milk  Genuine  but  Naturally  Poor. 


Milk — 20.7%  deficient  in  fat,  2.8%  deficient  in  solids — not  fat. 

Milk — 10.7%  deficient  in  fat,  1  . 

A  *11  1  n  .  .  .  £  L  r  Appeal  to  Cow  samples. 

Milk —  5.7%  deficient  in  fat  J 


Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples. 

Ground  Nutmeg  (Formal) — 25.0%  deficient  of  its  proper  pro¬ 
portion  of  Volatile  Oil. 

Old  Stock. 


Self  Raising  High  Protein 

Flour  (Formal) — 50.0%  deficient  of  its  proper  pro¬ 
portion  of  available  Carbon 
Dioxide.  Old  Stock. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

There  is  a  great  need  for  making  the  general  public  conscious 
of  the  health  hazards  and  damage  that  can  be  caused  by  polluting 
the  atmosphere  with  smoke,  from  domestic  and  industrial 
chimneys. 

♦ 

In  a  district  like  Tettenhall  the  problem  is  not  appreciated  to 
the  same  extent  as  in  an  industrial  area  where  the  dirty  atmos¬ 
phere,  damage  to  material  and  vegetation,  the  higher  incidence 
of  respiratory  diseases  is  all  too  often  apparent  and  the  light  loss 
is  all  too  obvious. 

In  the  winter  months  fogs  are  an  obvious  result  of  smoke 
pollution  but  it  is  not  generally  felt  that  domestic  consumers  con¬ 
tribute  half  the  smoke  that  is  allowed  to  escape  into  the 
atmosphere. 

Smoke  very  briefly  is  defined  as  fine  particles  of  carbonaceous 
matter  and  liquid  tarry  matter  originating  from  the  imperfect  com¬ 
bustion  of  fuel,  which  remains  suspended  in  the  air  for  a  long  time. 
In  this  district  a  very  conservative  estimate  of  the  rationed 
bituminous  fuels  burned  annually  in  domestic  grates  would  pro¬ 
duce  20  tons  of  smoke  and  28  tons  of  sulphur  dioxide.  This 
estimate  is  based  only  on  rationed  fuels  and  does  not  include 
unrationed  fuel  such  as  nutty  slack,  open  cast  coal  and  briquettes 
which  are  most  probably  the  worst  offenders.  The  greater  use  of 
gas  and  electricity  in  homes  is  helping  to  slowly  reduce  this 
problem  but  there  is  and  will  be  a  great  need  for  many  years  to 
come  of  more  smokeless  fuels  such  as  coke  to  replace  the  locally 
produced  bituminous  fuels  which  are  burned  at  very  low  efficiency 
rates  in  domestic  grates. 
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ROUTINE  INSPECTION  WORK. 


Summary  of  the  inspection  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
is  given  in  the  following  table. 


Type  of  Premises  inspected 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Water,  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Services 

277 

Refuse  . 

75 

Rodent  Control  ... 

186 

Repairs  to  Premises  . 

289 

Food  Shops  and  Food  Preparing  Premises  . 

231 

Infectious  Disease  . 

35 

Shops  other  than  Food  Premises 

39 

Factories 

41 

Dairies 

23 

Miscellaneous 

257 

TOTAL 

1,453 

Total  number  of  houses  visited  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  573 
Total  number  of  houses  visited  under  Housing  Acts.  ...  421 


General  Information  Regarding  Notices  Served 
During  The  Year. 


Form  of  Notice 

No.  Served 

Premises 

Defects 

Informal : 

(a)  General  Sanitary  Defects 

66 

87 

118 

Statutory  : 

(a)  Defects 

12 

14 

18 

In  addition  to  the  above  informal  action  resulted  in  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  84  dustbins  by  purchasing  from  the  Council. 

During  the  year  it  was  not  necessary  to  adopt  legal  measures  to 
comply  with  any  notices. 
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Shops  Acts,  1912-1950. 


Within  the  district  there  are  84  shops,  their  main  business 
coming  under  the  following  headings. 


Grocers,  General  Stores  and  Confectioners  .. 
Newsagents  and  Tobacconists 
Meat  Purveyors 

Fish  Merchants  and  Game  Dealers 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Greengrocers  and  Florists 
Chemists 
Hairdressers 
Haberdashery 
Off  Licence  Premises 
Motor  and  Cycle  Requisites 
Boot  Repairers  and  Leather  Goods 
Hardware 

Sub-Post  Offices  not  included 
Dry  Cleaners 
Animal  Food  Shops 
Antiques 

Coal  Merchants  ... 


n 


abov 


25 

5 
7 
2 
2 

6 
2 
5 
4 

3 
7 

4 

2 

o 

O 

1 

1 

1 

4 


There  are  also  18  licensed  premises  and  one  grocer’s  shop  with 
a  wine  and  spirit  licence. 

Shopping  facilities  are  also  provided  by  numerous  firms  who 
deliver  goods  within  the  district  mainly  from  motor  vehicles. 

The  shops  are  mainly  situated  within  the  older  established 
parts  of  the  district  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  some  need 
for  more  readily  accessible  shopping  facilities  to  cater  for  the 
extensive  new  development  in  the  area.  The  new  housing  areas 
at  present  seem  to  be  catered  for  by  tradesmen  delivering  in  vans 
from  outside  areas. 


No  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year  in  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  Acts.  Only  30  shops  employ  staff,  the  major 
proportion  are  self-employed  trades  people  working  in  combined 
house  and  shops. 

Regular  inspection  of  premises  and  records  were  carried  out 
during  the  year;  a  total  of  147  inspections  were  made.  These  are 
usually  combined  with  inspections  made  under  other  acts. 

The  extension  of  hours  of  closing  prior  to  Christmas  was 
notified  in  the  press  in  conjunction  with  neighbouring  Authorities. 

No  Statutory  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Two  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  licence  to 
retail  pet  animals  from  shop  premises.  Both  of  these  were  refused, 
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Rodent  Control. 

The  increased  number  of  domestic  treatments  completed  by 
the  Rodent  Operative,  92  in  1953  compared  with  45  in  1952,  was 
necessary  owing  to  an  increased  number  of  complaints  from  newly 
occupied  houses.  These  seem  to  have  been  caused  mainly  by  the 
houses  being  used  for  a  period  before  occupation  by  workmen  for 
the  taking  of  meals  and  with  the  subsequent  leaving  of  food  scraps 
in  the  rooms  and  by  the  disturbance  of  agricultural  land.  These 
two  major  causes  will  remedy  themselves  when  housing  sites  are 
cleared  and  the  houses  become  occupied. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  very 
kindly  loaned  exhibits  and  materials  which  were  displayed  in  a 
vacant  shop  in  the  High  Street  and  in  the  Tettenhall,  Tettenhall 
Wood  and  Castlecroft  County  Council  Schools.  Lectures  were  also 
given  to  the  older  school  children  by  the  Ministry’s  Advisory 
Officer,  Mr.  Clark.  The  exhibits  and  lectures  were  very  well 
received  by  the  Children  and  I  firmly  believe  that  this  type  of 
work  does  make  a  lasting  impression  on  children. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises 

No.  in 
District 

Factories  in  which  Secs, 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  (Workshops). 

5 

Factories  in  which  Sec. 
7  is  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  (Factories 

with  Mechanical  Power). 

14 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

1 

Total 

20 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

16 

1 

— 

51 

5 

— 

6 

— 

— 

73 

6 

There  are  no  records  of  any  out- workers  within  the  District. 


Defects  Found. 


Particulars 


Found  Remedied 


4  4 


Want  of  Cleanliness 
Insufficient  Sanitary  Convenience 


2 


2 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Samples  of  the  water  from  the  Swimming  Baths  within  the 
district  were  submitted  for  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  The  primary  Chemical  Analysis  showed  a  slight  degree  of 
pollution  with  organic  matter,  but  the  subsequent  bacteriological 
examination  was  satisfactory. 

The  Council  appointed  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as  authorised 
Officer  under  the  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations 
1953.  There  is  only  one  shop  within  the  district  affected  by  these 
regulations. 


- 


4 


